
 

 

Post-High School Group Project 

REQUIREMENTS: 
 

⬜ Each group will be responsible for one of the topics listed below.  The information here is all 

necessary for choosing a path beyond high school graduation, including selecting a college or career, 

dealing with college costs, considering trade school, and/or pursuing advancement in one of our branches 

of military. 

 

⬜ Each group should put together a multimedia presentation for its respective assignment highlighting 

the key aspects of the assigned topic.  Remember to keep the attention of the audience by incorporating 

pictures, animations, music/sound clips, backgrounds, or other appealing aspects. 

 

⬜ Each group will also submit a Works Cited page (in MLA format) that correctly cites all resources 

used to create the project; this includes images, songs, articles, statistics…if the information comes from 

somewhere else, you must give it credit. 

  

⬜ Each group must provide an easy-to-read handout for the class that covers the important information 

the class can review later.  This informational flyer will be posted on the class website for everyone to 

examine.  This document should include graphics or illustrations to help support your information. 

 

GROUP TOPICS: 
 

1. The first step for many students is to select a college/university that fits their needs, but there are several 

     options.  Discuss the comparison between community college and university by examining three to four 

     local/state schools.  Discuss the positives and negatives for both using facts about availability, ACT/SAT  

scores and other admission requirements, college readiness, degree programs (associates degree v. 

bachelors degree), and cost.   Also include information on the relevance of a student’s “digital footprint.” 

 

2. Once you’ve settled on a few college options, the next step is applying to those schools.  Present the best 

steps to take to complete a college application online.  Make sure you mention the cost of applying and 

the differences between the Common Application and a specific college.  Include a list of the necessary 

information needed to complete an application.  

 

3. Some may consider joining the workforce right out of high school, while others will use college as the 

gateway to their career.  Present information on at least five varied career options that addresses salary, 

training and education required, working conditions, work-life balance, and current demand. 

 

4. Getting into a school is just the start.  Discuss the steps students can take to determine a major and a 

career path for college.  Conduct research regarding the resources available for college students, both 

within the school itself and online, that will help them narrow their options.  As researchers, you are 

required to complete a couple of surveys to test their accuracy. 

 

5. Sometimes the best sources of information are those who are experiencing life after graduation 

themselves.  Gather information from people you know who are recent high school graduates (within the 

last four years) who are in different phases of their life post-high school (starting/finishing college, in a 

trade, in the military, at a university, at a community college).  Interview each person, then contrast their 

experiences. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

6. Many students need financial assistance to cover the costs of college.  Present information on scholarship 

money and where to find it.  Explain the different ways that students can find and apply for various 

scholarships.  What are typical requirements to win scholarships? 

 

7. Other options exist to help relieve the monetary burden of college.  Present information on attaining loans 

and grant money.  How does one apply for a loan or grant?  What are the differences between them?  

What types are there for students?  Include a brief explanation of FAFSA. 

 

8. Many schools, scholarship organizations, and even employers require letters of recommendation as a part 

of the application process.  Present information on the proper protocol for requesting letters.  When 

should students ask for them?  Whom should they ask?  How should they ask?  When are 

recommendation letters necessary?  Should there be a follow up after receiving a letter? 

 

9. One factor that may contribute to a student choosing to apply to a school is the various opportunities  

  offered as part of campus life.   Choose four colleges of different varieties and research their housing,  

  work opportunities, car policies, extracurricular activities.  Include any costs in your presentation and   

  rank your  choices based solely on your “campus life” criteria. 

 

10. There are many options for graduates to secure a successful future besides college.  Research other  

  educational/internship pathways toward career readiness.  Consider options such as trade schools, 

  entrepreneurship, apprenticeship.  Examine the benefits to such paths. 

 

11. Another option is enlisting in the military.  Research the various branches and some of their  

  responsibilities/specialties.  What are the criteria for acceptance into the different branches?  What are the    

  benefits of joining the military? 

 

12. Research the various aspects to gaining a license as a Licensed Occupational Professional, as stated by 

 The Michigan Department of Licensing Affairs.  Some of these occupations (e.g. Real Estate Broker, 

 Cosmetology) do not require a college degree, but offer terrific opportunities to gain financial freedom. 

 What are the steps necessary to begin as a professional in one of these fields?  Other areas to consider: 

  costs & fees, testing, renewal process, ethics, etc. 

 

13. One criticism people have of high schools is that they don’t teach students life skills (such as time 

 management) or practical skills (such as doing laundry).  Research at least two essential life skills and at 

 least one practical skill.  Consider things like study skills, stress and time management, facing challenges, 

 money management, or other skills you think everyone needs in adult life.  Present information on how to 

 handle life after high school. 

  

14. Some high school seniors have their sights set on moving out of state after graduation.  Research 

admissions procedures to various non-Michigan colleges and/or universities, as well as, cost differences  

between similar Michigan schools. Do the benefits of moving out-of-state outweigh the benefits of 

“staying home”? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GRADING: 
Your group project grade will be based on the following criteria: 

 

1. The multimedia presentation is easy to read and follow, and information is checked and edited for 

errors. 

 

2. Each group member participates and has something to say (make sure you are organized and not 

standing around trying to figure out who should be presenting next).  Everyone has met his or her 

responsibilities for the project. 

 

3. The presentation is focused and holds the interest of the class. 

 

4. The sources are documented on a separate sheet of paper and labeled Works Cited.  The quality of the 

information shows thoughtful scholarship and research (not the first hit off of a Google search). 

 

5. The handout contains the most important information condensed into an easy-to-read, eye-pleasing 

format. 

 

 

 

“Every accomplishment starts with the decision to try.” 

~John F. Kennedy 


